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S-UMMATION

Summarizing and 
sharing the 
experiences, 
knowledge, barriers 
and advices from 
nature-based 
solutions pilot 
projects in the 
Nordics





NCM identified needs
1) Obtain an overview of NbS projects that span 

conservation, restoration and sustainable use across 
different ecosystems

2) Catalogue the different types of NbS projects that 
exists

3) Summarize cost-benefit analyses, gap analysis 
4) Collect information on regulatory requirements or 

targeted funding regarding NbS in the Nordic 
countries. 

5) Summarize and share experiences, knowledge, 
barriers and advice from NbS pilot projects in the 
Nordic region



Use of nature varies in scope
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https://networknature.eu/networknature-nordic-hub

Launch event in Copenhagen 13th of October 



Guiding 
documents



Relevant grey NbS literature



Ecosystems





Grey literatur - Iceland



Ecosystem focus - Iceland



Norway as an 
example
• Climate adaptation
• Treatment of runoff 

from roads, agriculture 
and contaminated soils

• Marine protection areas
• River and wetland 

restoration
• Urban or artificial NbS



«Statlige 
planretningslinjer 

for klima og 
energiplanlegging 
og klimatilpasning

Ministry of Climate and Environment and Ministry of 
Local Government and Modernisation adopted a 
legally binding governmental planning guideline

“Conservation, restoration or establishment of nature-
based solutions (such as existing wetlands and natural 
streams or new green roofs and walls, artificial 
streams and pools, etc.) should be considered. If other 
solutions are chosen, it must be justified why nature-
based solutions have been chosen away”. (§4.3)









Establishing 
common guidelines
• The European Committee for 

Standardization (CEN)
• Umbrella organisation for National 

Standards Bodies
• EU countries plus others
• Ongoing drafting as part of CEN Working 

Group (UK leading)











Examples - cases



https://networknature.eu/network-nature-case-study-finder

https://networknature.eu/network-nature-case-study-finder


https://oppla.eu/case-study-finder

https://oppla.eu/case-study-finder




Summary of 54 Nordic NbS projects



Biodiversity in Urban and Coastal Areas in Iceland

• Grasagarður Reykjavíkur – project owners
• Increase biodiversity in Reykjavík
• Outdoor collection of living plants
• Crop wild relatives can harbor traits which can be of 

importance for improving crops
• Traits of importance to adapt our crops to the 

challenges imposed by climate chance, such as drought 
and flooding resistance and heat stress

• Provide a toolbox for genetic plant breeders working 
towards a sustainable and increasingly urbanized 
agriculture for local food production



Large Land-Restoration 
Initiative in the Faroe 
Islands
• Tjóðsavnið (the Faroe Islands National 

Museum)

• Lendisbati initiative aims to prevent erosion, 
protect biodiversity and restore wetlands for 
carbon storage

• Together with landowners, nature-restoration 
experts and others Tjóðsavnið will gain 
knowledge on the natural areas in the Faroes 
and develop restoration measures 
appropriate to the Faroese environment

• Highschool students will conduct fieldwork 
annually, and the project will be incorporated 
into the educational program

• Prevention and conservation of degraded 
landscapes, while educating us all to take 
better care of the nature that surrounds us



Floating Wetland 
System on Utö, 
Sweden

• Reverse negative environmental 
impacts from phosphorus

• Restoring marine environments
• Create circular systems to 

improve conditions for humans, 
animals, and living organisms

• Floating system of wetlands
• Design, testing, installation 

and evaluation



Success factors (1)

• Cooperation
• Farmers/landowners and scientists
• Stakeholders on local, regional, national and 

Nordic
• Planning

• Implementation plan
• Management plan

• Implementation
• Project output and results



Success factors (2)
• Knowledge production

• Methods development
• Integration of results into future restoration
• Model for future implementation
• A new mindset

• Communication
• Demonstration days
• Raising awareness of state of nature
• Publications
• Outreach activities



Expected output



Leonard Sandin

leonard.sandin@niva.no

From November
leonard.sandin@nina.no
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